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BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

1 . CONOFF VISITED SAMI AT KFAR YONA PRISON MAY 1 . BEFORE 
MEETING WITH SAMI, CONOFF SPENT HALF AN HOUR WITH 
COMMANDANT JOSEPH BARUN AND ASSISTANT COMMANDANT MOSHE 
POLLAK REVIEWING EVENTS WHICH LED TO SAMI'S SOLITARY 
CONFINEMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO COMMANDANT BARUN, SAMI CONFERRED WITH 
HIS ATTORNEY, FELICIA LANGER, FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE 
AND A HALF HOURS ON APRIL 24. FOLLOWING THIS MEETING, PRISON 
GUARDS DISCOVERED IN THE ROOM WHERE THE TWO HAD MET, A LIST 
CONTAINING INFORMATION CONCERNING NUMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, 
SIZE AND NUMBERS OF CELLS, NUMBERS OF PRISONERS IN EACH CELL, 
EXERCISE HOURS, TV PRIVILEGES, ETC. A COPY OF THE LIST WAS NOT 
AVAILABLE AS IT HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

IN JERUSALEM. ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDANT, IT IS AN INFRACTION 
OF PRISON REGULATIONS FOR PRISONERS TO PROVIDE THIS TYPE OF 
INFORMATION. AS MRS. LANGER HAD ALSO VISITED SEVERAL ARAB CLIENTS 
DURING HER APRIL 24 VISIT, PRISON AUTHORITIES ORDERED SAMI 
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DETAINED IN SOLITARY UNTIL AN INVESTIGATION COULD BE CONDUCTED 
TO DETERMINE WHICH PRISONER HAD PROVIDED MRS. LANGER THE 
"SECURITY" INFORMATION. 

3. BEFORE ENTERING SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, PRISONERS ARE SEARCHED 
TO PREVENT THEM FROM TAKING ANY ITEM, INCLUDING CIGARETTES, 

WITH THEM TO SOLITARY. SAMI RESISTED, ACCORDING TO THE COMMAND- 
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ANT, BEING SEARCHED, GRABBED THE SHIRT COLLARS OF THE OFFICER OF 
THE DAY AND PUSHED HIM AGAINST THE WALL. TWO GUARDS IMMEDIATELY 
CAME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF THE OD, WHO IS A VERY SHORT, SLIGHTLY 
BUILT OFFICER, AND "SLAPPED SAMI TWICE TO CALM HIM DOWN." 

4. PRISON AUTHORITIES HAVE CHARGED SAMI WITH REVEALING "SEC- 
URITY" INFORMATION TO HIS ATTORNEY AND ATTACKING A PRISON OFFICER. 
THE SECOND INFRACTION IS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMANDANT TO BE BY 
FAR THE MORE SERIOUS. IN A DISCIPLINARY HEARING BEFORE THE 
ASSISTANT COMMANDANT. SAMI WAS GIVEN FOURTEEN DAYS SOLITARY 
CONFINEMENT. AS PRISON REGULATIONS DO NOT PERMIT PRISONERS TO 
SERVE MORE THAN SEVEN CONSECUTIVE DAYS OF SOLITARY. SAMI WAS 
RELEASED FROM SOLITARY ON MAY 1 AND IS TO SERVE HIS SECOND 
SEVEN DAYS MAY 7-14. 

5. CONOFF REQUESTED TO VISIT SOLITARY CONFINEMENT CELLS BUT WAS 
TOLD BY THE COMMANDANT THAT WHILE HE WOULD BE PLEASED TO PERMIT 
THE INSPECTION, AUTHORIZATION MUST FIRST BE OBTAINED FROM JER- 
USALEM. QUESTIONED AS TO THE TYPE OF FOOD PROVIDED PRISONERS IN 
SOLITARY, THE COMMANDANT STATED IT WAS EXACTLY THE SAME AS 
RECEIVED BY ALL OTHER PRISONERS IN KFAR YONA. TOILET FACILITIES 
AND SHOWER WERE AVAILABLE TO PRISONERS IN SOLITARY AND A MEDICAL 
ATTENDANT CHECKED ALL PRISONERS DAILY. 

6. CONOFF CONVERSED ALONE WITH SAMI FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE- 
QUARTERS OF AN HOUR. SAMI APPEARED HAGGARED. UNSHAVEN BUT GEN- 
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ERALLY WELL. HIS ACCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT IS AT SOME VARIANCE 
FROM THAT OF THE PRISON AUTHORITIES. ACCORDING TO SAMI, AFTER 
MRS. LANGER DEPARTED ON APRIL 24, THE PRISON LOUDSPEAKER CARRIED 
AN ORDER FOR HER TWO ARAB CLIENTS TO REPORT TO THE AUTHORITIES. 
APPROXIMATELY TEN MINUTES LATER, SAMI WAS SIMILARLY ORDERED TO 
REPORT TO SOLITARY. AFTER BEING SEARCHED SAMI SAID HE ASKED THE 
GUARD "WHAT'S WRONG?" THE GUARD ANSWERED, "YOU WANT TO KNOW 
WHAT’S WRONG" AND SLAPPED HIM ACROSS THE FACE. SAMI SAYS HE 
SCREAMED, "YOU CAN'T HIT ME." THE GUARD RESPONDED WITH A SECOND 
SLAP. AT THIS POINT SAMI SAYS HE SCREAMED AT THE GUARD AND A 
SECOND GUARD FELL UPON HIM AND HIT HIM APPROXIMATELY SIX TIMES 
ON THE HEAD WHILE THE FIRST GUARD CONTINUED TO HIT HIM. AT THIS 
POINT AN OFFICER WHO HAD HEARD SAMI'S SCREAMS ARRIVED AND PUT 
A STOP TO THE PUMMELING. 

7. ACCORDING TO SAMI, HE WAS PLACED IN THE SAME (SEVEN AND A 
QUARTER BY FOUR AND A QUARTER FOOT) CELL WITH THE TWO ARAB 
CLIENTS OF MRS. LANGER. HE WAS CALLED BEFORE THE ASSISTANT 
COMMANDANT AND CHARGED WITH FAILURE TO SUBMIT TO A SEARCH AND 
ATTACKING A PRISON OFFICER. NO MENTION WAS MADE OF IMPROPERLY 
CONVEYING "SECURITY" INFORMATION TO HIS ATTORNEY. HE WAS INFORMED 
THAT HE WAS SENTENCED TO FOURTEEN DAYS SOLITARY CONFINEMENT. 
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8. SAMI STATES THAT FOR THE FIRST TWO DAYS OF SOLITARY THE GUARDS 
REPEATEDLY IGNORED REQUESTS TO USE TOILET FACILITIES. AT THE END 
OF THE SECOND DAY MRS. LANGER'S TWO ARAB CLIENTS WERE RELEASED 
AND ALTHOUGH REPLACED WITH TWO CRIMINAL PRISONERS. CONDITIONS 
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVED. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN THE RESULT OF SAMI'S 
COMPLAINT TO THE COMMANDANT WHEN HE WAS CALLED BEFORE THAT 
OFFICER ON THE SECOND DAY OF SOLITARY. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

9. COMMENT: IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE WHERE THE 
TRUTH LIES BETWEEN THESE TWO VERSIONS. ACCORDING TO THE 
PRISON COMMANDANT. SAMI HAS BECOME THE "COMMISSAR" FOR THE POL- 
ITICAL PRISONERS. THE COMMANDANT WOULD LIKE TO ISOLATE HIM FROM 
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THE OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS BUT REFRAINS FROM DOING SO DUE TO 
SAMI'S U.S. CITIZENSHIP. SAMI'S PARTING WORDS TO THE CONOFF 
WERE THAT HIS RECENT EXPERIENCE WILL PROVE WORTHWHILE IF IT 
ACHIEVES SOME PROPAGANDA VALUE. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

VIETS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 02 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TELAV05753 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 86-1 056 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978051 00/aaaadhrb. tel 

Line Count: 141 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f7324693-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SCS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TEL AVIV 5660, 78 TEL AVIV 5664 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2511813 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: W/W: ARREST: SAMI ESMAIL 
TAGS: CARR, IS, (ESMAIL, SAMI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f7324693-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



